
November 30, 2009 I represented
the Northern Ohio   Chapter at the
ASSE Annual Meeting which took
place at the Hyatt Riverwalk Hotel
in San Antonio, Texas. Eight of
our chapter members were 
present, including Bob Tesar who
attended and conversed via 
telephone conference calls during
the Seal Control Board Meeting
and the two Board of 
Director Meetings.

We all can be very proud of Rich
Prospal and the accomplishments
he made during his year as
International President of ASSE.
He completely reorganized the
International Office,installing new
people in key positions and putting
ASSE in more of a streamlined
business. Due to his efforts, rela-
tionships with other organizations
connected to our industry have
been established or improved.
Harmony within this industry is 
so very important. Due to water 
shortages, more and more 
creative thinking, on the part of
those of us in the sanitary 
engineering pursuits, is to be
encouraged. We must all 
contribute new ideas and venues
to insure that everything that can
be done, will be done to protect
our water supply.

Congratulations to BOB TESAR!
Bob was awarded the 'Henry B.
Davis Award’.  This is the highest
honor bestowed upon a member
by ASSE.
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A Message from your NOH President . . .

The ‘Henry B. Davis Award’ goes
to the person(s) who have 
contributed the most toward the
advancement of sanitation in
accordance with the ideals of the
Society. For his long service and
devotion to ASSE, Bob deserves
this prestigious prize. Thanks
again, Bob.  Because of your 
dedication, once more another
member of our Chapter won this
coveted honor.

Next year our Annual Meeting will
be held in Las Vegas, with room
rates at $109.00 per night.  Any 
airfare will be less expensive than it
was this year. It is my hope that
some of you will take advantage of
the lower costs and join us on the
“Strip.”  I am certain you will have a
memorable and exciting time.

President Ron Murray promises
that some family events will be
planned.  

See you at the December 9th
meeting. 

Patrick ‘Pat’ Sugrue NOH Chapter
President

Patrick “Pat” Sugrue
President Of the Northern Ohio 

Chapter of ASSE

“Prevention Rather than Cure”
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Report on the Board of Director’s Meeting 
• The Last  Board Meeting was held on November 10, 2009.
• The Board Members in attendance were Pat Sugrue, Jason 

Shank, Ed Lyczko, Joe Hallman, Ken Kerr and Bob Tesar.
• Last minute concerns for the NOH President to address at 

the ASSE Annual Meeting in San Antonio,TX were discussed. 
• The Chapter purchased 10 Raffle Ticket  for the Annual

Scholarship Fund, and will present 5 -$20 door prizes at the 
Zimmer Course at the Annual Meeting.

• Talks continued about naming an Annual NOH award to an 
individual for outstanding service to our industry. Bob Tesar   
recommended naming the Award the “NOHPE” (Northern
Ohio Pinnacle of Excellence). More on this next month.       

 

 November 10, 2009  Joint ASSE/ASPE Meeting
•The second meeting of the 2009 -2010 year was attended by
over 40 members and guests of ASSE and ASPE.  The topic of
this month’s meeting was NEORSD -Long Term Control Plan-
Combined Sewer Overflows, and was hosted by Richard
Switalski,P.E. Project Manager for the NEORSD (Northeast Ohio
Regional Sewer District). 

•Richard presented a very informative program on the current
projects for alleviating sanitary and storm sewer overflows into 
the Lake Erie watershed through a Power Point Presentation,
which will be available later on the NOH web-site at 
www.asse-plumbing.org, region 6, NOH Chapter link. A review of
his presentation is shown on page 3 of this issue.

•Prior to the joint meeting, the NOH President Pat Sugrue
conducted a Board Meeting with the attending Members and 
discussed the following:

•Discussion continued about an Annual NOH Chapter award to an
individual in our industry who exhibits exceptional excellence of
service to the causes of ASSE.

•The suggestion of the name for this award recommended by Bob
Tesar  as the”Pinnacle of Excellence” also to be known as
the”NOHPE” award, was well acepted. The Board would review
candidates and select one each year and award the plaque.  

“ THE NORTHERN OHIO CHAPTER MONTHLY
MEETING -  NOVEMBER 2009”

Northern Ohio Chapter Joint
ASSE/ASPE Schedule of
Coming Events, Meeting

Topics & Functions: 

December 9, 2009
Chemical Waste & Vent

Piping Systems
Steven Leek

Schott North America, Inc

January 13, 2009
Topic -TBA

Mike Gothiere
Highland Tank Co.

February 10, 2009
Fuel Gas Systems

Ron George
Ron George & Associates

Joint meetings with ASPE are held
at Harry’s Steak House, 5654
Brecksville Rd. (Route 21), in

Independence, Ohio just north of
Rockside Road and I-77. Each
Training Session starts with a

Product Show at 5:00PM (NOH
Chapter Board Meetings 

convene at that time also), and
dinner follows at 6:00PM.   Each
Training Session/Joint Meeting
and dinner will cost $24.00 per

person (subject to change)
payable at the door.

• Attendance at these State
Certified Training Sessions will
earn you Continuing Education
Units (CEU’s) for each session

attended. 

http://www.asse-plumbing.org


Check out the NOH Website at www.asse-plumbing.org, click on Membership, Region VI, 
NOH Chapter and you will be in.  Additional details and Training aids are available at the site.

Happenings at the Northern Ohio Chapter
November 2009

ASSE ASPE

On November 10, 2009, over 40 guests and members of ASSE and ASPE attended a very 
informative Power Point training session on The NEORSD (North Eastern Ohio Regional Sewer
District) Long Term Control Plan for Combined Sewer Overflows, presented by Richard J. Switalski
P.E., Project Manager from NEORSD, shown above.

Richard has spent the last 30 or more years at the NEORSD supervising and designing 
components for this ongoing project, which started many years ago by mandate from the EPA to
cleanup the effluent discharges from the sewer system into the waterways and into Lake Erie from
run-off and flooding of the system during heavy rain periods. This phenomena occurs when he
Sanitary Sewers are inundated and spill over into the Storm Sewers.

The system consists of 6 major Interceptor/Tunnels for control of flooding and is not expected to be
complete with all contracts finished by 2019.  The six projects are the Northwest, Cuyahoga Valley,
Southwest,Heights/Hilltop, Mill Creek Tunnel, and the Easterly CSO (Combined Sewer Overflow)
Storage Tunnel.

One of the projects of major proportions is the Mill Creek Tunnel, a 20’ diameter- 43,00 ft.-$150M
dollar hole being bored by a TBM (Tunnel Boring Machine) that weighs 700 tons- digs 55’ per 
day-and generates 17 cubic ft of spoils per linear foot. The TBM costs between $10 -$15M dollars.

A complete review of this training session Power Point Presentation is available on the NOH web
site at www.asse-plumbing.org, Membership, Region 6, NOH Chapter.

Thank you Richard, for a very informative program and to explain all of those tunneling points and
dirt piles around the Greater Cleveland area the last few years. 

Robert D. Tesar -Regon 8 Director -Editor of “Connex-It”
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Additional Happenings at the NOH Chapter
November 2009  

The Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE - Established 1953
“Prevention Rather than Cure”

Richard Prospal Completes a Successful Year as International President
at the ASSE Annual Meeting in San Antonio, Texas on November 23,2009

Bob Tesar, Past President of the NOH Chapter, ASSE Regional Director,ASSE Seal Board
Member, currently the Third Vice President, and Editor of the “Connex-It” was recently awarded
the prestigious Henry B. Davis Award at the ASSE Annual Meeting in San Antonio, Texas on
November 23, 2009.

This highest honor is awarded to the person(s) who have contributed the most toward the
advancement of Sanitation in accordance with the ideals of the Society.  Congratulations on your
dedication and service to the Society and the Northern Ohio Chapter.

Rich Prospal was recently presented his Past President pin as the outgoing International
President by Incoming President Ron Murray of the Pacific Northwest Chapter of ASSE, at 
the Annual Meeting Awards Banquet in San Antonio, Texas on November 23, 2009.  Rich the 
former Standards Committee Chairman, past NOH Chapter President, and current Scholarship
Chairman has completed over 28 years of dedicated service to ASSE and many more to the
Plumbing Industry in Northern Ohio.

Rich is one of the most dynamic Presidents the Society has had in recent times,and who took on
the many adversities he had to face during his challenging tenure. He was responsible for taking
the Society into the 21st century.   Congratulations and good luck in the future!



Additional Happenings at the NOH Chapter
November 2009  

The Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE - Established 1953
“Prevention Rather than Cure”

First Annual NOH “Gerri Tesar Memorial Scholarship” Award

On November 23, 2009 at the ASSE Annual Meeting in San Antonio, Texas, the first Annual NOH
“Gerri Tesar”  $1,500.00 Scholarship Award was presented to Caitlin Waikman, a Sophomore at
Fordham University majoring in “Urban Studies.”

Caitlin is the daughter of Marianne Waikman, Professional Standards Coordinator from the
International Office of ASSE. Marianne is also a member of the Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE..
Marianne accepted the award for her daughter at the Dinner and Awards Banquet.  This award is
designated for presentation to a member or relative of the NOH Chapter, unless there are no 
applicants from the chapter 

Pat Sugrue Chairs the President’s Liaison Meeting at the Annual Meeting

Northern Ohio Chapter and former International President of the ASSE, Patrick “Pat” Sugrue was
asked and accepted the job as Chairman of the “President’s Liaison Meeting held on November 19,
2009 at the Hyatt Riverwalk Hotel in San Antonio, Texas.

Attendees were from the Michigan Chapter, Florida Chapter, Pacific Northwest Chapter,California
Chapter,New Orleans Chapter Texas Gulf Coast Chapter, Texas Chapter, Missouri Chapter,
Wisconsin Chapter,Illinois Chapter, and the Northern Ohio Chapter.  This meeting presents an 
opportunity for Chapters to discuss and network about common problems and achievements within
their organizations, and a chance to request help from the International ASSE Office.

Northern Ohio Chapter Awarded Best Web SIte for 2009 At the ASSE Annual
Meeting in San Antonio, Texas on November 23, 2009

Outgoing International President Rich Prospal presented the “Best Web Site” award at the Annual
Meeting Award Banquet to Pat Sugrue for the Chapter’s third time in so many years. The NOH
Chapter has promoted the use of this tool for better recognition and training of members unable 
to attend regular meetings. Check us out at www.asse-plumbing.org, membership, region 6, NOH
Congratulations for a job well done!

http://www.asse-plumbing.org


Advertisers and Sponsors of the Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE

Notice! Memberships Available - Please Read Carefully:

The Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE is seeking new candidates for membership in the
Chapter.
If interested, please request an application from any member of the Chapter.

Qualifications are as follow:
1.) Candidate must be a qualified member of some phase of the Plumbing Industry (Plumber-
Contractor-Inspector-Plumbing Design Engineer-Manufacturer- Journeyman-Apprentice-
Manufacturer’s Representative) or any other interested parties who believe in our motto “Prevention
Rather Than Cure”
2.) Must be willing to actively participate in Chapter functions, organizational duties, and assign-
ments given them by the Chapter or International ASSE.
3.) Must be willing to give freely of their talents to promote the American Society of Sanitary
Engineering and its principles.

Applications are available from any Officer listed in the Directory within this “Connex-It” Newsletter or from 
the International Office of ASSE - 901 Canterbury Rd., Westlake, Ohio 44145-1480, Attn: Elaine Mathieson, 

Membership Coordinator, or e-mail to elaine@asse-plumbing.org

mailto:elaine@asse-plumbing.org


 

American Society of Sanitary Engineering 

901 Canterbury Road, Suite A 
WestJake, OH 44145-1488 USA 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Please read carefully, and fill in all applicable sections, indicate the membership classification for which you are applying. Government classifications 
applicants must provide proof of employment to be eligible. 

Name:. Title:. 

Company Name:. 
Address: D Company   O Home. 

City:____________________  

Work Phone:. 

E-MaU: ____  

. Home Phone:. 

State:. .ZIP:. 

.Fax:. 
Country:. 

How did you hear about ASSE?. 

MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATION: 
D   ACTIVE 
D   SUSTAINING (Organization / Corporate) 
D   STUDENT (Accredited University / College, Technical 

School or Apprenticeship Program) 
O   GOVERNMENT (Proof of employment required) 

METHOD OF PAYMENT: 
D VISA     DAmEx    D Check/Money Order  D MasterCard 

Credit Card No_______________________________________  

Expiration Date:_____/ _____    CVN*: ___________________  
Credit Card Billing Address:------------------------------------------------------------ 

*The Card Verification Number (CVN) is the last 3-digit number on the sig-

nature strip on the back of Visa & MasterCard and is the 4-digit number on 

the front of AMEX cards. 

The undersigned certifies that the above statements are correct; and agrees if admitted to the Society that he will be governed by its rules as 
long as his membership shall continue; that he will promote the objects of the Society as far as shall be in his power. 

Signature of Candidate Date        Signature of Sponsor Date 

 









Certified Backflow Device Tests
Sales l Service l Installations
www.backflowjoe.com

Phone:  216-581-3576
Fax:  216-581-2339

Email: Joe@backflowjoe.com  

Joe Hallman - Master Plumber
State Lic. # OH PL29771

All City Backflow Prevention
Plumbing & Fire Protection Services

“Working to protect safe drinking water for all”
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